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Navigating Florida’s online statutes, laws, and Journal databases can be very overwhelming. We 
designed this sample guide to demonstrate how these tools work together and how you can easily find 
meaningful information in relation to Florida’s statutes, laws, and bills. The purpose of this guide is to 
help you understand the different “puzzle pieces” that are in each database. Once you know what those 
puzzle pieces are, you will be able to build the same puzzle no matter which piece you find first. In other 
words, your future research is likely to have several different starting points and you can work in many 
directions to find your answer. Throughout this sample guide, we are going to reference Florida Statute 
256.16 and show you how we found the bill that created that statute (CS/CS/HB 427 in 2019). It is 
important to note that every tool that is mentioned in this sample guide is free and available to the public.

The Florida Statutes are the codified, enacted laws of Florida and 
can be found online at http://www.leg.state.fl.us.

The Laws of Florida are the final text of bills which became law 
and can be found online at http://laws.flrules.org/. 

A bill is a proposed change to Florida law. Any legislator, all 
standing committees and subcommittees, and some select 
committees may introduce bills. A listing of currently proposed bills 
can be found online at https://myfloridahouse.gov/.

The Journal, which is the legal record of the respective Florida 
Legislative body can be found online at https://sb.flleg.gov/. 
Because the Journal is typically over a thousand pages each 
session, there are indexes available to assist in searches.

The Florida Channel, found on https://thefloridachannel.org/ 
is Florida’s public affairs programming service. Coverage began 
with the 1996 Legislative Session and was expanded in 2002 
to cover all of Florida’s state government.  

Statutes

Bill Information/Text

Florida Channel Video

Laws of Florida
(Chapter Law)

Journal Indices
(If needed)

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/cgi-bin/View_Page.pl?File=statutes_search_tips.html&Directory=Info_Center/help/&Location=app&Tab=info_center&Submenu=4


Florida Statutes
Website: http://www.leg.state.fl.us
The Florida Statutes are the codified, statuary laws of Florida. At the bottom of every statute is a 
section entitled “history”. This section describes the Chapter Law section that amends the 
statute.
If you have the Statute number and are trying to find the bill that created the amending section 
of Chapter Law, the history section is a good place to look. The next section shows how to 
search for bill number within a section of Chapter Law.  

Search Tips from Online Sunshine The section of Chapter Law 
that has created / amended

the statute
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http://www.leg.state.fl.us/cgi-bin/View_Page.pl?File=statutes_search_tips.html&Directory=Info_Center/help/&Location=app&Tab=info_center&Submenu=4


Laws of Florida (Chapter Law)
Website: http://laws.flrules.org/
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The Laws of Florida are where you will find the final text of bills that became law (the enrolled 
version) and how they amended the Florida Statutes. 
The Chapter Law Number once a bill becomes law is a seven-digit code that is assigned by the 
Secretary of State. It denotes the year passed and order in which it was acted upon by the 
Governor.
The bill number associated with the Chapter Law is located in the right most column (see 
example above). 
So, if you have a statute and want to see what bill number it derives from, you would go to the 
history of that statute, then to the Laws of Florida to find the relating Chapter Law.
As with all other legislation, an underlined section has added language to a statute while a 
strikethrough is removing language from a statute.
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Bill Numbers
Website: https://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/bills.aspx
A listing of all bills going back to the 1998 Regular Session can be found on the House’s website 
(link above), for prior years of bills not passed you will need to contact the State Records Center. 
As with all other legislation, an underlined section has been added to statute while a 
strikethrough is removing language from a statute.

Please Note: Each bill number only lasts for the Session in which it was filed, in addition, starting 
for the 1990 Regular Session, all House bills have been odd-numbered and all Senate bills have 
been even-numbered. Prior to 1990, you will have to look at the bill prefix to determine its house 
of origin.

How an Idea Becomes a Law

The House’s website includes a search function: number, type of bill, statute amended, session, 
sponsor, etc. This search gives the ability to isolate the specific bills. The information provided 
on the bill webpage includes:  

• Short Title, this is what the bill relates to.
• Version(s) of the bill, there will be multiple versions if the bill is amended in a 
committee or on the floor.
• Vote history, these are votes taken on the vote board on amendments/motions/final 
passage of the bill.
• Staff analysis, committee staff publish two analyses each time a bill is heard in a 
committee, one before and one after the meeting.
• History of actions taken, the House has a tracking tool so that each time an action 
does occur you can be notified.
• Statutes referenced

4A publication by the Office of the Clerk

https://dos.myflorida.com/library-archives/records-management/state-records-center/
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/MyHouse/login.aspx
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/api/document/house?Leaf=HouseContent/opi/Lists/Just%20for%20Students/Attachments/3/How%20an%20Idea%20Becomes%20a%20Law%20(Intermediate).pdf


Journal Indices
Website:      https://sb.flleg.gov/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm$vid=House:all
The House and Senate Journals going back in history include a number of indices that can be 
used in lieu of electronic means. Included amongst those are the Numeric Index, Subject 
Index, and Member Sponsor Index. These can be found at the back of each year’s journals. 
Numeric Index
This index includes each bill organized by bill number. In each entry is the short title, sponsors, 
the final status of the bill by abbreviation, and the pages of the Journal that the bill can be 
found on. The last one is particularly useful, because it is the only index that contains the page 
numbers a bill is located on. Important to note is that each bolded page is where a vote on the 
bill was recorded in the Journal.

Subject Index
This index breaks down the bills that were filed on a specific topic. Bills that became law are 
bolded with their Chapter Law number next to them. This index is particularly useful when 
looking at historic journals and you do not have a bill number to reference in your search.

Member Sponsor Index
This index lists which bills each member sponsored, cosponsored, and the committees that they 
sat on. This index is particularly useful if you are searching for an overview of legislation that a 
member worked on in a given session. This information from the 1998 Regular Session is also 
available on the House’s website with links to the committees and bills.
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The Florida Channel
Website: https://thefloridachannel.org/
The Florida Channel is Florida’s public access channel. Coverage began in 1996 and was 
expanded in 2002. For audio recordings going further back, they may be available from the 
State Records Center. 
The Florida Channel livestreams all legislative session and committee meetings. In addition, the 
website has a search function which allows for researchers to isolate specific committees, 
meetings and/or days of session. Researchers can also use the tags found at the bottom of 
each video to search and isolate specific bills or committees. Each tag corresponds to a bill that 
was discussed during that session day or committee meeting. 
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https://dos.myflorida.com/library-archives/records-management/state-records-center/



